
September 8, 2008
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Madam Speaker:    

Our nation is struggling with escalating health care costs, growing numbers of uninsured, and the prospect of declining health measured by overall morbidity and mortality.  The undersigned organizations sincerely appreciate that the House and Senate Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittees have worked hard to provide increased funding for health programs in their respective FY 2009 Appropriations measures.  This has been especially difficult in the context of the President’s budget which continues to seriously underfund and undermine an important part of the solution for today’s health care challenges:  public health activities and programs.  The investment in disease prevention and health promotion programs for all Americans needs to increase not decrease. 
While we understand that an extended Continuing Resolution may be offered in September, we urge you to take into consideration the Subcommittee approved funding levels as you draft the CR.  We further urge that the highest funding level, for each public health agency and program within each bill, prevail in any final funding package.  

Federal public health agencies and programs are this nation’s investment in our most basic health infrastructure.  Like our highways, tunnels, bridges, water and electrical lines, it must be maintained, rebuilt and upgraded in order to meet the significant challenges and opportunities for improved health outcomes for the American people.  This requires increasing our investment rather than cutting or flat-funding programs which erodes purchasing power particularly in a time of escalating inflation and worsening economic conditions.  
To respond to this letter, please contact Dr. Marcia Mabee, Executive Director, Coalition for Health Funding:  mmabee@ix.netcom.com; Voice – 703-709-3001; FAX – 703-709-3003; 11479 Waterview, Suite 200; Reston, VA  20190
Sincerely, 
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National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities
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National Association of County Behavioral Health and 
  Developmental Disability Directors
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National Association of School Psychologists
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